EIR stiller udenrigsminister
Lidegaard spgrgsmal om neo-
nazister 1 Ukraines regering
og LaRouches advarsel om
atomkrig

Kebenhavn, 24. marts 2014 - (EIRNS) — I dag stillede
EIR’s Kgbenhavnskorrespondent Michelle Rasmussen den nye
danske udenrigsminister Martin Lidegaard tre skarpe spgrgsmal
om neo-nazisternes rolle i Ukraine (i lyset af den danske
debat om spgrgsmalet) og truslen om atomkrig, pa hans fgrste
pressekonference for internationale journalister pa
Udenrigsministeriets Internationale Pressecenter. Lidegaard
svarede ved at nedspille neo-nazisternes rolle og benzgte
faren for atomkrig. Hans svar mht. neo-nazisternes rolle blev
udfordret af EIR, der opremsede alle deres poster 1
regeringen. Hans svar viste, at den danske regering er under
pres pga. debatten her.

Som svar pa, hvordan man skulle forhindre neo-nazistiske
provokationer i @stukraine i at fgre til militarkonfrontation
sagde Lidegaard, at han og Sveriges udenrigsminister havde
lagt pres pa den ukrainske regering om at forhindre krankelser
af den russiske minoritets menneskerettigheder, og han
opfordrede til sammen med Rusland at sende hundreder af
uafhengige observatgrer for at dokumentere evt. krankelser, og
bekrafte eller afvise rygter.

Her fglger detaljerne:

EIR’s lydfil af hele pressekonference (redigeret lidt): mp3
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EIR’s spgrgsmal kommer pad 4.34 og 24.30

Efter nogle korte, indledende bemazrkninger om Ukraine samt et
andet emne, pegede Lidegaard pa EIR for det forste spgrgsmal:

EIR: (efter identifikation) »To spgrgsmal om Ukraine. Den
danske forsker Peter Munk Jensen fra Dansk Institut for
Internationale Studier[1l] har offentligt udtalt sig i den
danske presse og stillet spgrgsmalet, hvorfor de vestlige
regeringer ignorerer den kendsgerning, at halvdelen af den nye
ukrainske regering bestdr af hgjreorienterede ekstremister med
en neo-nazistisk ideologi, inkl. Svoboda, Sektor Hgjre, med
Jarosj og Parubij, og den Ukrainske Nationalsamling (politisk
parti, -red.), og deres medlemmer var i spidsen af
magtovertagelsen.

Hvorfor distancerer den danske regering sig ikke fra disse
neo-nazister, 70 ar efter vi sagde 'Aldrig mere’?

Og, et relateret spgrgsmal, hvad er dit svar pa min redaktgr,
Lyndon LaRouches advarsel om, at den britiske regerings og
Obamaregeringens fortsatte, eskalerende konfrontationspolitik
over for Rusland og Kina kunne fgre direkte til atomkrig?«

Lidegaard: »Jeg tror ikke, jeg kan genkende nogle af de to
vurderinger. Hvad angar Svobodas deltagelse i den ukrainske
regering, sa er der, sa vidt jeg husker, fire ud af tyve, der
kommer fra Svoboda, og dernast er der to viceforsvarsministre,
som 1ikke er regeringsmedlemmer, som kommer fra
Nationalpartiet. Svoboda, de er valgt; jeg kan ikke lide neo-
nazister, eller nationalister, mere end nogen andre, men jeg
tror, at retorikken omkring dette undertiden er 1lidt
overdrevet. Lad os ikke glemme, at det er en jgde, der nu er
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premierminister i Ukraine. At kalde ham for en neo-nazist er
lidt for meget, vil jeg pasta. Sterstedelen af regeringen
komme ikke fra nationalistiske partier.

Vi har bedt dem om at danne en koalition som en
overgangsregering, der skulle vare sa bred som muligt, og fare
den politiske kamp ind i parlamentet, i en dialog, 1 stedet
for pa gaden. Sa man md ogsa tage disse mennesker, der er
valgt, alvorligt, og den aktuelle overgangsregering stgttes af
82 % af parlamentet. 0g vi behgver valg til presidentembedet
sa snart som muligt, og derefter md vi have valg til
parlamentet, selvfglgelig, for at fa en regering, der er valgt
pa en mere normal made.

Men som jeg ser situationen i Ukraine, jeg besggte Kiev fa
blot to uger siden, i en situation som denne er der brug for
autoritet, der er brug for, at politiet, staten, guverngrerne
fungerer, for man er meget tat pa kaos, hvis man ikke har det,
hvis man ikke har en regering. 0g, sa vidt jeg kan tanke, sa
er ingen regering perfekt. Heller ikke den ukrainske, men det
er mit indtryk, at de arbejder meget serigst med reformer,
bade om korruption, domstolene de demokratiske reformer og de
gkonomiske reformer, inden for rammerne af IMF. Og, som en del
af dette, en uafhangig vurdering af, hvad der faktisk skete pa
Maidan, sammen med Europaradet.

Sa jeg mener faktisk, at hvis man ser pa regeringens
handlinger, sa tror jeg de er pa rette vej, men i en meget,
meget vanskelig situation.«

»Jeg ser ikke .. Jeg ser mange trusler i den aktuelle
situation, men jeg mener ikke, det er rimeligt at sige, at vi
er tet pa en atomkrig. Det tror jeg ikke. Jeg hgrer ikke nogen
af parterne i konflikten, som pa nogen made kommer med udsagn,
som giver dette signal.«



Efter adskillige andre spgrgsmal om Ukraine stillede EIR et
opfelgende spgrgsmal, idet hun identificerede, en efter en,
alle de poster, som Svoboda, Sektor Hgjre og den Ukrainske
Nationalsamling [politisk parti, -red.] besatte.

Listen er:
Svoboda:
Oleksandr Sych, stedf. premierminister for gkonomi.

Thor Tenyukh, forsvarsminister. Deltager i Svobodas mgder, men
det vides ikke, om han er medlem.

Serhiy Kvit, undervisningsminister.
Andriy Makhnyk gkologi- og naturressourceminister.
Ihor Shvaiko, landbrugs- og fedevareminister.

Oleh Makhnitsky, statsanklager.

Sektor Hgjre:

Andriy Parubiy, medstifter af Svoboda. Formand for
sikkerhedskomiteen og den nationale forsvarskomite. Han har
opsyn med forsvarsministeriet og de vabnede styrker.

Dmytro Yarosh, stedf. for Parubiy, leder af Sektor
Hogjres parlamentsgruppe.

Ukrainian National Assembly — Ukrainian National Self Defense
(UNA-UNSO) :

Beskrevet som nationalistisk, ekstremt hgjreparti,
antisemitisk.



Tetyana Chernovol, journalist, leder af anti-
korruptionskontoret med titel af minister.

Dmytro Bulatov, torteret aktivist, minister for ungdom og
sport.

Lidegaard: »Da man foretog denne vurdering, bad jeg om en
bekraftet liste om dette fra vores ambassade i Kiev. Jeg kan
ikke fortzlle dig alle navnene udenad, men du kan fa listen,
og konklusion ud fra den er, at de sidste navne, du navnte,
[fra partiet Ukrainsk Nationalsamling], ikke er medlemmer af
regeringen, men er viceministre, og at, ud af 20 hgjtplacerede
regeringsmedlemmer, er der maske 4 eller 5, jeg tror, det var
4, fra Svoboda, men jeg kan ikke ga ind i en detaljeret
diskussion .. «

EIR: »Men mit spgrgsmadl var, at Nationalgarden nu er i fard
med at inkorporere 20.000 af kamperne fra Maidan og deres
associerede, og folkene fra Sektor Hgjre er allerede blevet
sendt til det @stlige Ukraine. Mit spgrgsmal lyder, hvordan
kan du og den danske regering hjalpe med at forhindre, at
disse elementer vil engagere sig 1 provokationer i det gstlige
Ukraine, som kunne eskalere til en militer konfrontation?

Lidegaard: »Det er et meget relevant spegrgsmal, og de to
bedste ting, vi kan ggre, og som vi har gjort, er selvfglgelig
at lagge udtrykkeligt pres pa den ukrainske regering om, at de
ma opfere sig, selvfglgelig, i overensstemmelse med de samme
demokratiske love og menneskerettighedslove, som vi kraver af
Rusland. 0g da jeg, sammen med Carl Bildt (den svenske
udenrigsminister), mgdtes med den ukrainske regering,
understregede vi naturligvis dette. At vi forventer, at den
ukrainske regering er en del af lgsningen, ikke en del af



problemet. Hvilket selvfglgelig betyder, at vi ikke ville
acceptere nogen form for fremprovokeret vold mod russiske
minoriteter, osv.«

Det andet, som han opfordrede til, var at sende hundreder af
uathengige observatgrer, sammen med Rusland, ind i det sydlige
og gstlige Ukraine for at dokumentere evt. vold .. ikke at lade
det ga ubemzrket hen, og afvise »ren fantasi« eller bekrafte
»tragiske kendsgerninger. «

Det er sandsynligvis det bedste, vi kan ggre for at undga vold
i det hele taget, og for at standse rygterne. [mr]

[1] http://schillerinstitut.dk/drupal/node/1548

Her fglger den originale engelske rapport.

EIR questions Danish Foreign Minister about neo-Nazis in
Ukraine’s government and LaRouche’s nuclear war warning

COPENHAGEN, March 24, 2014 (EIRNS) — Today, EIR’'s Copenhagen
correspondent Michelle Rasmussen asked the new Danish Foreign
Minister Martin Lidegaard (Social Liberal Party) three sharp
questions about the role of the neo-Nazi’s in Ukraine (in
light of the public Danish debate about this issue), and the


http://schillerinstitut.dk/drupal/node/1598#_ftnref1

threat of nuclear war, at his first press conference for
international journalists, held at the International Press
Center, run by the Foreign Ministry. Lidegaard’s response was
to downplay the role of the neo-Nazis, and to deny the danger
of nuclear war. His answer regarding the neo-Nazis was
challenged by EIR by listing all the government positions.
His response showed that the Danish government is under
pressure because of the debate here. In answer to how to
prevent the danger that neo-Nazi provocations in east Ukraine
could lead to military confrontation, Lidegaard said that he
and the Swedish foreign minister had put pressure on the
Ukrainian government to prevent human rights violations
against the Russian minority, and called for sending hundreds
of independent observers, together with Russia, to document
any violations, and to confirm or dispel rumors. Details
follow:

After brief opening remarks about Ukraine, and another
subject, Lidegaard pointed to EIR for the first question:

EIR: (after identification) “Two questions about Ukraine. The
Danish researcher Peter Munk Jensen, from the Danish Institute
for International Studies, has been speaking out in the Danish
press, asking why the western governments are ignoring the
fact that half of the new Ukrainian government consists of
right wing extremists, with neo-Nazi ideology, including
Svoboda, the Right Sector, with Yarosh and Parubyi, and the
Ukrainian National Assembly, and their members were at the
forefront of the seizure of power.

“Why is the Danish government not distancing itself from these
neo-Nazis, 70 years after we said, “Never Again.”?

“And, the related question is, what is your response to my
editor Lyndon LaRouche’s warning that the continued escalating
confrontation policy by the British, and the Obama
administration, against Russia and China, could lead directly
to nuclear war?”

Lidegaard: “I don’'t think I recognize either of the two



assessments. When it comes to Svoboda’s membership of the
Ukrainian government, as far as I remember, it is four out of
twenty, which are from Svoboda, and then you have two vice
ministers, who are not members of the cabinet, who come from
the National Party. Svoboda, they are elected, I don’t like
neo-Nazi, or nationalist more than any others, but I think
that sometimes, the rhetoric about this is a little out of
hand.

“Let’s not forget that it is a Jew who is Prime Minister now
in Ukraine. To call him a neo-Nazi, is a little too much, I
would argue. Most of the government is from no nationalistic
parties.

“We asked them to form a coalition as a transitional
government, to be as broad as possible, to get the political
fight into the parliament, in a dialogue, instead of on the
streets. So you also need to take these people, who are
elected, seriously, and the present transitional government 1is
now supported by 82% of the parliament. And we need
presidential elections as soon as possible, and after that, we
need parliamentary elections, of course, to have a government
which is elected in a more normal way.

“But, as I see the situation in Ukraine, I visited Kiev only
two or three weeks ago, in a situation like this, you need
authority, you need the police, the state, the governors to
work, because you are very close to chaos, if you don’t have
that, if you don’t have a government. And, as far as I think,
no governments are perfect. Neither is the Ukrainian, but the
impression I have is that they work very seriously with
reforms, both on corruption, on the courts, on the democratic
reforms, and on the economic reforms, in an IMF-framework.
Also, as a part of that, an independent assessment about what
was actually going on at the Maidan, together with the Council
of Europe.

“So I think, actually, if you look at the actions of the
government, I think they are in the right way, but in a very,
very difficult situation.



“I don’'t see — I see many threats in the present situation,
but I don’t think it’s fair to say that we are close to
nuclear war. I don’t think so. I hear no parties in the
conflict arguing any way that could give that signal.”

After several other questions about Ukraine, EIR, asked a
follow-up question, identifying, one by one, all of the
positions which Svoboda, the Right Sector, and the Ukrainian
National Assembly had received.

Lidegaard: “When this assessment was made, I asked for a
confirmed list about this from our embassy in Kiev. I'm not
able to tell you all the names by heart, but we can share it
with you, and the conclusion from that list was that the last
names that you mentioned there [from the Ukrainian National
Assembly], are not members of the cabinet, but are vice
ministers, and that out of the 20 senior members of cabinet,
it might be 4 or 5, I think it was 4, was Svoboda, but I will
not be able to have a detailed discussion..”

EIR: “But my question was, and the National Guard 1is now
incorporating 20,000 of the fighters from the Maidan, and
their associates, and the Right Sector people have already
been deployed into eastern Ukraine. My question 1is, now can
you and the Danish government help prevent that these elements
will be involved in provocations in eastern Ukraine, which can
escalate to a military confrontation?

Lidegaard: “That’s a very relevant question, and the two best
things we can do, which we have done, 1is, of course, to put
explicit pressure on the Ukrainian government, that they have
to perform, of course, according to the same democratic and
human rights rules, which we are demanding from Russia. And,
when I met, together with Carl Bildt (the Swedish foreign
minister) the Ukrainian government, of course, we emphasized
this. That we expect the Ukrainian government to be part of
the solution, and not part of the problem. Which means, of
course, that we wouldn’t accept any kind of provoked violence



against Russian minorities, and so forth.”

The second thing that he called for is sending in hundreds of
independent observers, together with Russia, in southern and
eastern Ukraine, to document any violations — to not leave
them unknown, and to dispel “pure fantasy” or confirm “tragic
reality.”

That's probably the best we can do to avoid the violence in
itself, and stop the rumors. [mr]



